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Economics

Grade 12

Instructor: Mr. Lopez

Room #609

Email: basilio.lopez@dvusd.org

Phone # (602) 467- 6873

Why study Economics?

My Goal is to ensure that you understand economics well enough to make reasoned judgments about both personal economic questions and broader questions of economic policy.  You will develop an economic way of thinking and problem solving in order to understand and apply basic economic principles to decisions you will make as consumers, members of the workforce, citizens, voters, and participants in a global marketplace. This type of critical thinking will prepare you to weigh not only the short-term effects of a decision, but also its long-term effects and possible unintended consequences. You will understand that because resources are scarce relative to wants, individuals and society must choose how to allocate goods and services among competing uses. You will also understand that these choices and trade-offs significantly affect the quality of people's lives. Understanding the process and components of economic reasoning also will provide a vital framework within which to analyze current issues and public policies, and to understand the complex relationships among economic, political, and cultural systems.

Course Description: 

This course is fully aligned with the Arizona department of Education Academic Standards for the Social Studies.  To view these standards visit the website at: 

http://www.ade.state.az.us/standards/ProficiencyDistinction/ProfSOCSTUDIES.pdf

When you complete this course, you will be able to:

· Explain the implications of the economic problem of scarcity.

· Use economic concepts, theories, principles and quantitative methods to analyze current events.

· Describe how households and firms are interdependent and how their relationship is affected by trade, exchange, money, and banking.

· Describe the basic principles of microeconomics.

· Explain the similarities and differences among economic systems.

· Evaluate the economic role of government in the mixed-market economy of the United States.

· Describe the basic principles of macroeconomics.

· Describe the affects of international trade on the United States and other nations.

· Apply and understanding of economics to personal financial choices.

Materials Needed: All students are required to bring the following to class on a daily basis.

· Class Textbook

· A Notebook

· Pen or pencil

· A willingness to participate and learn

· Any other materials as required

Attendance: Consistent student attendance will promote student success and academic achievement.  Since there is a direct relationship between attendance and proficiency, students should attend class regularly. School policy regarding attendance will be followed so please become familiar with this policy.

Assignments: Students are required to actively participate in the class.  Most assignments will be done individually, while others will be done in a group.  Students will be required to take all tests in a given term.  If a student is absent, he/she should see the instructor upon his/her return to make arrangements to make-up the test or any work missed.  Homework assignments are due on the dates assigned and points will be lost for all late assignments.  All assignments must be complete, neat, and readable.  You are accountable for proper spelling, grammar, and punctuation.  It is your responsibility to make up all work missed.  The school make up policy will be enforced so please become familiar with it.

Grading Scale:  All grades are recorded on a point system.  If students have any questions regarding their grade, they may check their progress with the instructor.

The following grade scale will be in effect.

90-100%= A

 80-89% = B

 70-79% = C

 60-69% = D

   0-59% = F

Your grade will be weighed on the following system:  

The following weights will determine your grade in my classroom before the Final Exam

· Performance = 25% of semester grade

· Classwork/Homework = 25% of semester grade  

· Tests/Projects = 50 % of semester grade

Note: Unless otherwise specified, extra credit will not be given.

Student Rules and Expectations: Failure to respect and comply with the following rules and expectations will result in a loss of points from your Performance grade and further disciplinary action. School policies regarding student conduct and responsibilities will be strictly enforced.

1. Follow the teacher’s instructions the first time they are given

2. Hats must be removed in the classroom/School ID’s must be worn

3. Display courtesy and respect for others and property

4. Cell phones and all other electronic devices need to be turned off and out of sight

5. Be prepared to learn every day; bring needed materials and proper attitude to class 

6. Remain in your assigned seat.

7. Be ready to work when the bell rings

8. Food/Candy/Drinks are not allowed in the classroom (Bottled Water is OK)

Teacher: It is my policy to maintain a comfortable and open classroom environment in which all students feel free to ask questions, make comments, or otherwise appropriately express themselves.  If any of you have difficulty understanding the information being presented, please feel free to ask questions.  If you feel that you need extra help you may also meet with me and I will set up an appointment to assist you.  I hope that you find this an enjoyable experience and that you have success in this class--Good Luck!
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